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Circulation of Roman Coinage in
Northern Europe in Late Antiquity

Aleksander Bursche

Coins, excepting perhaps glass beads, are the most frequent category of Roman imports
encountered in Barbaricum, i.e. the territory north of the Danube and east of the Rhine.
A quantitative comparison of four main categories of Roman imports discovered in
Poland (Table 1) - terra sigillata, glass and bronze vessels and coins ! — gives an idea
about the possible proportions 2 What is extraordinary is that in most parts of
Northern Europe Roman coin finds greatly outnumber early medieval issues 3. And this
brings us to the vital question — how did Roman coins circulate within native societies
in the Barbaricum and what was their function among these peoples.

Table 1. The most frequent categories of Roman imports
in Barbaricum north of the Carpathian Mts. in approx. numbers

Coins Terra Bronze Grlasy

sigillata vessels vessels

N° of sites 2.000 250 170 190
N? of pieces 70.000 320 370 360

1. Reasons and ways of influx

Circumstances and directions of the influx of Roman coins into Barbaricum are
considerably differentiated and depend on the period, denomination and territory
settled by a given tribe. After a brief episode under Augustus ¢, mass export of coins
from the Empire to the North resumed during the reign of Marcus Aurelius and
continued — with varying intensity and many interruptions — until the late 5th, in
some regions, even into A.D. 6th century. The influx of imperial gold and silver coinage
was regulated by political reasons, the influx of bronze denominations — senatorial
sestertii in particular — by exchange. It is possible to distinguish short-period streams
of coins connected with tributes, donativa, annual or military payments made to
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Barbarians, and more long-lived waves associated in general with contact of an
economic nature 5.

Second century denarii are the largest group of all Roman coin finds recorded in central
and north European Barbaricum. They have been registered in over 500 hoards and in
3,000 single finds — total of around 140,000 silver coins altogether ¢. The period of their
outflux from the Roman Empire was very short, from Marcus Aurelius until the first
years under Septimius Severus. This stream of silver coinage is a reflection of political
contacts between the Roman Empire and Northern Barbarians. Second-century denarii
crossed the Roman frontier as part of tribute payments made by the emperors to nobiles
or reguli — the leaders of superiores barbari, that is, of Barbarians living at a greater
distance from the borders of the empire. Written sources, especially Cassius Dio,
repeatedly mention tributes paid by Romans during and after the Marcomanic Wars 7.
Once Septimius Severus had come into power, there was no more reason to continue
such payments.

In North-Central Europe 2nd century denarii and subaerati are noted almost always in
Late Roman and Early Migration Period contexts, i.e. be-tween A.D. 3rd and the 5th
century 2. Most of the denarii hoards, which additionally contain non-numismatic
elements, mainly ornaments, are dated to the Migration Period ° many deposits from
Gotland are recorded even in Late Migration Period contexts '°. Denarii continue to
appear also in Frankish graves dated to 5th and 6th centuries and even later. Strong
wear of the denarii from Barbaricum suggests that they were used over a long period.

The other very important group of Roman coinage in Barbaricum are 2nd and early 3rd
century sestertii found particularly on the south-eastern Baltic — in Pomerania,
Sambian peninsula and the lower Neman River, areas settled by Germanic and West
Balt societies. Sestertii are registered in hoards, graves, and as stray finds . In my
opinion the influx of the wave of sestertii to the Baltic coast ought to be dated to the
period between A.D. 180 and the mid 3rd century, until early Valerianus and Gallienus.
There is evidence that they originated from the western Empire and the latest series,
dated to the mid-3rd century, may have come directly from northern Italy. The
distribution, chronology and provenance of this very specific group of coinage strongly
suggest its links with the amber trade which, as a result of Marcomanic Wars, had to
take place by a roundabout sea route.

Before streams of solidi from the second half of the 5th and early 6th centuries started
their advent on the Baltic Sea, the only more frequent group of coins found in the
Barbarian hinterland were the House of Constantine folles and their fractions. Most
were struck in Western mints, particularly Trier. They cluster in small groups in
southern reaches of Przeworsk culture territory, i.e. the upper basin of the Vistula, as
well as in western Pomerania 2. An analogous and probably related group of finds is
registered in Westphalia 2.

Roman 4th century gold medallions are not numerous but form a spectacular category
of imports. They are known from 6 Scandinavian and 29 continental finds, many of
them extremely rich hoards . Almost all the medallions from Barbarian finds are
dated to the period from late Constantine I to the House of Valentinian.

Later finds of solidi from the Baltic Sea area — i.e. Pomerania, Gotland, Oland and
Bornholm — indicate political links maintained in the late 5th and early 6th century
with the region of early Germanic states, particularly the Ostrogoths .

Histoire & mesure, XVII - 3/4 | 2002



Circulation of Roman Coinage in Northern Europe in Late Antiquity

What was the function of these different categories of Roman coinage within native
societies of Northern Europe? Were Roman coins for Barbarians an ancient Euro or
modern cauri-shells? What was the semantics of money uses in Barbaricum?

2. Outline of theory

Unfortunately written sources are largely silent on the role of Roman currency among
superiores barbari. The reference in Tacitus (Germ. 5) concerns much earlier period and
— without doubt — is a classical topos ¢, Consequently, the only sources available to us
are the coin finds themselves.

In modern literature the role of Roman coins in Barbaricum continues to be analysed
largely in terms and with the apparatus of market economy, mostly of Marxist origin V7.
But this is a grave anachronism aptly summed up by Karl Polanyi as « our obsolete
market mentality » 2.

The role of Roman coinage exported beyond the Rhine and the Danube, whether as
tribute or as payment for goods, captives or services, radically changed once it reached
the Barbarian hinterland settled by superiores barbari i.e., Germanic and West Balt
communities. The circulation of coins in native societies during Late Roman and Early
Migration Periods needs to be analysed similarly as this is done for the Dark Age in
Europe. We must turn to anthropological theories regarding non-market economies,
introduced by substantivistic and primitivistic schools of K. Polanyi, G. Dalton and R.
Hodges . To understand the semantics of money uses in Northern Europe in antiquity
we need to leave behind the world of economic profits, Euro and credit cards, and
venture into a widely different age were all social relationships where regulated by
tradition, prestige and honour.

The simplified model describing the function of Roman coins in Northern Barbaricum
proposed here (Fig. 1) is quite complex; this is because the role of practically every
category of coinage (gold, silver and bronze) varied depending on the region and period
of its occurrence 2. I propose to discuss these functions on three levels: circulation,
transformation and deposition.

3. Circulation

Within the Empire coins were used as all-purpose money. Not so, in Northern
Barbaricum, where they served special purposes in a prestige economy, circulated as
means of payment in socially or politically motivated transactions such as the payment
of tribute, ransom, blood-money, dowry or heirloom. This function they probably
shared with other media, such as glass beads. Roman currency may have been used in
gift-exchange transactions in the same way as seashell necklaces functioned in the kula
tradition among the Triobriand societies of the Western Pacific 2 or as pieces of copper
in the potlach custom among the North American Quaquitls %, to mention only the most
famous examples. In very limited circumstances, within centres of trade and power or
early « ports of trade » 2 the most common coins, the denarii, may have played the
economic function as means of exchange. Recent research — made using metal-
detectors — of early emporia on the Baltic, such as Gudme and Lundeborg on Fyn/
Funen, Sorte Muld on Bornholm or Upakra near Lund %, helped to uncover several
dozen to hundreds of denarii, scattered, with other categories of Roman coinage, all
over these settlements. More than a hundred denarii and subaerati were discovered at
a number of power-and-craft centres on the mainland, i.e., Jakuszowice in southern
Poland and Grédek Nadbuzny on Poland’s eastern border #. Even within these «
gateway communities » it is more likely that the denarii circulated as personal wealth
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containing tangible and fluctuating value, varying from one transaction to the next.
There were no standard values or, even more so, standardised prices; this notion is
particular for communities with developed statehood and as such did not exist within
Barbarian societies of Northern Europe of the period. Neither could Roman coins have
been used in the form of a value guarantee within Barbarian societies, because the
central authority minting them (the Roman emperor or senate) was external and had
no real power in the North. At the same time, the Barbarians themselves developed no
domestic coinage of their own before the Middle Ages. Barbarian counterfeits of
denarii, aurei, siliquae and solidi were minted — in a very limited number at that —
mostly on territory close to the limes 2.

Another use the Barbarians apparently invented for Roman coinage was as gaming
pieces. Almost all the denarii from the bog booty-sacrifice at Illerup on Jutland, dated
to the early 3rd century, were discovered close to belt fittings (strap-ends, belt
buckles), usually together with combs and tooth-picks ?”. There is little doubt that
originally these coins were contained in pouches worn at the belt of Germanic warriors.
Mlerup produced no finds of Roman gaming stones (talli and calculii), a common element
of furnishings in chieftain’s graves dated to the Late Roman Period #. Roman gaming
pieces and gaming boards are also known from other bog deposits such as Vimose,
which site produced just one denarius #. 1 suggest that Scandinavian warriors
imaginably wishing to imitate their principes, socially superior, in their manner of
living and pastimes, used Roman denarii instead of the more difficult to find gaming
pieces. From my childhood I remember a game of this sort, which is quite old in its
origin. It is called « Cymbergai », from the Yiddish language. To play « Cymbergai » we
used pieces of very small change (one grosz, that is, a penny coin), which had no market
value. In this game a player needs to have at least one comb and between one and seven
coins. Perhaps Barbarians used Roman coins in the similar manner.

4. Transformation

Roman coins in Northern Europe were often made into amulets, ornaments or
jewellery. In Germanic and West Balt societies denarii and sesterii were pierced and
affixed in necklaces next to glass and amber beads *. They apparently were used by
Barbarian elite in similar way as Belgian medals worn on his chest with European and
native pendants by Tata Beaka, the chief of the Wagena people on the river Congo,
photographed in 1997 by a known Polish photographer Krzysztof Miller.

Another function Roman coins apparently had among Barbarians was ideological: their
iconography — the imperial portrait in particular — apparently played a special role in
the Germanic symbolic language. Images seen on obverses of Roman coins must have
been mysterious and fascinating to non-Romans, especially within Germanic societies,
where portraiture was avoided. Gold plates cast from coin obverses were used as
fittings of Barbarian war gear *' or as ornaments on wooden caskets 2. Representations
of Roman emperors played a more important role still: pierced, looped or/and framed
gold coins and medallions were used as a symbol of prestige and power by the
Germanic elite, always worn face-side up as shown by their invariably worn reverses .
Ownership and display of the imperial image, undoubtedly was a matter of prestige for
the high-ranking Barbarians.

Roman coins were also used as a handy stock of scrap metal. Denarii, sestertii and a

solidus were contained in a silversmith’s hoard at Frombork (former Frauenburg), east
of Gdansk 3. Finds of partly melted halved denarii are recorded in the context of
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silversmith’s workshops *. Silver and gold ornaments, valuables and armour fittings
often are identical in chemical content to denarii or solidi, some even corresponding to
the coins in weight 3. Apparently, Roman coinage was in Barbaricum a very useful
source of metal.

Relatively few denarii and siliquae were cut up or clipped, and are almost never noted in
Nordic hoards of scrap silver . They participated in the weight-based economy of the
Migration Period on a very limited scale, differently as silver coins in the Middle Ages
38

5. Deposition

Coin hoards may have been a special category of personal belongings, in their own
right, representing only individual wealth and no objective value, items of personal
possession, rather than units of wealth. Hundreds of denarii included in rich dynastic
hoards, often together with Roman gold medallions, gold and silver plate as well as
jewellery playing the role of high-status valuables, symbolised rank, prestige and
power. In such context the purpose of deposition may have been apotropaic — to carry
their owner’s power (mana) into the afterlife, in the same way as grave goods
accompanying the deceased in death *. In keeping with the old custom these objects
would have been destroyed — bent out of shape, broken or cut up. Tradition recorded
in sagas of the later pe-riod suggests that the 5th and 6th century inhabitants of the
Baltic zone buried their property for later use in the Valhalla *. Consequently such
deposits represent a unique form of cenotaph; their burial had a sacral and symbolic
dimension.

Archaeological context of some of the Late Roman and Early Migration Periods
assemblages suggests that Roman money played a very important role in rites de
passages of Northern Barbarians. Coin deposits have been discovered under dwellings or
inside stone walls, placed there presumably as foundation-offerings *'. Coins cast into
springs, wells, lakes and moors presumably played a similar role of chthonic offerings
42

Roman coins were also a very common funeral offering. In some cases they played the
role of typical grave goods, appearing as pendants, elements of necklaces, attire (in
pouches attached at the belt) or war gear. Therefore their presence cannot be
interpreted as intentional and ritual. Nevertheless it was observed in a number of
cremation burials that unlike other grave goods coins showed no trace of having been
in the funerary pyre . This suggests they were deposited after cremation, i.e. during
the ceremony of the burial itself and that their significance was ritual. Also quite
frequently the position of a coin in an inhumation grave suggests its intentional
deposition as the so-called obolus *. Nevertheless it should be underlined that this rite
had nothing to do with the one known to us from classical tradition, rather, it had its
common anthropological roots in rites of passages *.

In West Balt societies of Late Roman Period (particularly the 3rd century) shiny gold-
like brass sestertii were commonly used as grave offerings. We know of cemeteries in
Sambia/Samland where every other grave produced at least one sestertius. Single or
several (up to 20) coins were noted in burials in various positions, usually close to the
head, sometimes inside a birch bark vessel *. Let me note that the birch tree is thought
to have played a significant role in Balt mythology and features prominently in many
Balt dainas — sagas — where it has the function of the « cosmic tree » ¥. In the absence
of a birch bark container coins were placed inside an accessory vessel or underneath it,
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sometimes also wrapped in a piece of cloth. It is interesting that in Balts areas
(especially Lithuania) the custom of placing coins in graves continued until 19th
century.

Chieftain graves of the Leuna-Hassleben-Zakrzéw horizon from Thuringia, Bohemia
and Silesia, dated to late 3rd century A.D., are an inte-resting example of a specific
funeral rite among the Barbarian elite (reguli, nobiles, principes). Aurei of Gallic
emperors, probably part of payment made to German chieftains for leading their troops
against Gallienus (ingentia auxilia Germanorum), are usually found inside the mouth of
the buried individuals. In some cases the aureus is substituted by a golden finger-ring
or a round-shaped plaque *.

The special and multi-faceted function of Imperial coinage in Barbarian societies is
illustrated best by gold pieces circulated in the North of Europe during Late Roman and
Early Migration Periods. This purpose varied considerably depending on the
chronological period or territory, ranging from specific social, political and religious
roles in a system of gift-exchange, through symbols of rank and status to tokens of
loyalty and friendship in political and personal contacts. Roman gold medallions in
particular, their imitations and Nordic bracteats, had very specific functions in this
respect, comparable with medieval regalia, where the Roman emperor’s portrait played
an important sacral and charismatic role comparable to the Christian cross. Images
seen on 4th century imitation medallions and 5th century Germanic bracteates are
accompanied by imperial insignia shown next to local power symbols and Roman titles
written in sacred runes ¥. Roman gold was often melted down to be transformed into
more familiar, native primitive-valuables, such as spiral rings or ingots, or into
different forms of status symbol, such as neck-rings, Kolbet-bracelets, medallion
imitations and later Scandinavian bracteats, both used in the Migration-Period weight-
based and/or prestige economies .

There was no uniform function of Roman coinage in Northern Europe. Its role was that
of symbol or sign in social communication of a heterogeneous meaning. The Barbarian
societies of Late Antiquity lacked clear dividing lines separating the economic from the
social, political or symbolic function of coins, between profanum et sacrum, and indeed
this continued to be the distinctive feature in Northern Europe until the medieval
period.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

ANDREN, Anders, « Guld och makt — en tolkning av de skandinaviska guldbrakteaternas funktion
», in Ch. FABECH & J. RINGTVED (eds.), Stamfundsorganisation og Regional Variation. Norden i romersk

jernalder og folkevandringstid, Jysk Arkeeologisk Selskabs Skrifter, xxvi1, Hejbjerg, 1991, pp. 245-56

AXBOE, Morten, « Goldbrakteaten und Dinekdnige », in H. Keller & N. Staubach, (eds), Iconologia
Sacra. Mythos, Bildkunst und Dichtung in der Religions- und Sozialgeschichte Alteuropas. Festschrift fiir
Karl Hauck zum 75 Geburstag, Berlin-New York, 1994, pp. 118-23, pp. 144-55.

Histoire & mesure, XVII - 3/4 | 2002



Circulation of Roman Coinage in Northern Europe in Late Antiquity

AXBOE, Morten, & KROMANN, Anne, « DN ODINN P F AUC? Germanic ‘imperial portraits’ on
Scandinavian gold bracteats », in T. FISCHER-HANSEN, (ed.), Ancient Portraiture: Image and Message,
Danish Studies in Classical Archaeology, Acta Hyperborea 4, Kebenhavn, Museum Tusculanum Press,
1992, pp. 271-305.

BECKER, Mathias, « Fazit - Der Tote von Gommern, ein mitteldeutscher ‘Fiirst’ des 3. Jh. n. Chr. »,
in M. SAILER & A. ROEDER (eds), Das germanischen Fiirstengrab von Gommern. Gold fiir die Ewigkeit, Halle
(Saale), Landesamt fiir Archiologie, 2000, pp. 204-14.

BENEDICT, Ruth, Patterns of Culture, Boston, New York, Houghton Mifflin Company, 1934.

BERGER, Peter, Untersuchungen zu romerzeitlichen Miinzfunden in Nordwestdeutschland, Studien zu
Fundmiinzen der Antike 9 (ed. M. R.-Alf6ldi), Berlin, Gebr. Mann, 1992.

— « Roman coins beyond the northern frontiers: some recent considerations », in C. E. KING & D.
G. WIGG, (eds.), Coin Finds and the Coin Use in the Roman World, Studien zu Fundmiinzen der Antike 10
(ed. M. R.-Alféldi), Berlin, Gebr. Mann, 1996, pp. 55-61.

BOHANNAN, Paul, « The impact of money on an African subsistence economy », The Journal of

Economic History, XX, 1959, pp. 491-503.

BOLIN, Sture, « Die Funde rémischer und byzantinischer Miinzen in Ostpreussen », Prussia, XXvI,
1922/23-1925 (1926), pp. 203-240.

BRADLEY, Richard, The Passage of Arms. An Archaeological Analysis of Prehistoric Hoards and Votive

Deposits, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1990.

BURScHE, Aleksander, « Roman Ae coinage on the south Baltic coast », in B. HARDH & B.
WYSZOMIRSKA-WEBART, (eds), Contacts across the Baltic Sea during the Late Iron Age Lund, 1992,

Institute of Archaeology and the Historical Museum, pp. 1-14.

— « Celtic, Roman and Merovingian coins in north-west Germany », The Numismatic Chronicle, 154,
1994a, pp. 225-241.

— « Die Markomannenkriege und der Zuflu rémischer Miinzen in das Barbaricum », in H.
FRIESINGER, J. TEJRAL & A. STUPPNER, (eds), Markomannenkrige. Ursachen und Wirkungen Wien-Brno,
Archiologisches Institut der Akademie der Wissenschaften der Tschechischen Republik Brno,
1994b, pp. 471-485.

— Later Roman-Barbarian Contacts in Central Europe. Numismatic Evidence, Studien zu Fundmiinzen der
Antike (ed. M.R.-Alféldi), Berlin, Gebr. Mann, 1996a.

— « Contacts between the Late Roman Empire and North-Central Europe », The Antiquaries Journal,
76, 1996b, pp. 31-50.

— « Archaeological sources as ethnical evidence — the case of the eastern Vistula mouth », in P.
GRAVES-BROWN & al., (ed.), Cultural Identity and Archaeology: The Construction of European Communities,
London, Routledge, 1996c, pp. 228-237.

— « Denarii subaerati from Barbaricum », Wiadomoqci Numizmatyczne, XL = Polish Numismatic News,
6,1997a, pp. 31-42.

— « Roman coinage from Jakuszowice stettlement in north Malopolska », Notae Numismaticae, 2,
1997b, pp. 119-157.

— Zlote medaliony rzymskie w Barbaricum. Symbolika prestizu i wladzy spoleczenstw barbarzynskich u
schylku starozytnoqci, Swiatowit, Supplement Series A, Antiquity 11, Warszawa, Instytut
Archeologii Uniwersytetu Warszawskiego, 1998.

Histoire & mesure, XVII - 3/4 | 2002



Circulation of Roman Coinage in Northern Europe in Late Antiquity

— « Znane i nieznane znaleziska denaréw rzymskich z ziem polskich », Wiadomoqci

Numizmatyczne XL1II, 1999, pp. 125-127.

— « Roman gold medallions in Barbaricum. Symbols of power and prestige of Germanic elite in
Late Antiquity », in B. KLUGE & R. WEISSER, (eds), Proceedings of 12th International Numismatic Congress

in Berlin, Berlin, International Association of Professional Numismatists, 2000, pp. 28-45.

— « Roman gold medallions as power symbols of Germanic elite », in B. MaGNUs, (ed.), Roman Gold
and the Development of the Early Germanic Kingdoms, Stockholm, Kungl. Vitterhets Historie och
Antikvitets Akademien, 2001, pp. 128-164.

— « Roman coins in the North. The Continental Perspective », inJ. PIND & al. (ed.), Drik — og du vil
leve skent, Festschrift til Ulla Lund Hansen pa60-arsdagen 18 august 2002, Copenhagen, The
National Museum, 2002a pp. 69-78.

— « Roman 3rd century denarii in Barbaricum », in W. KAczaNowicz, (ed.), A. Kunisz-Festschrift

Katowice, Uniwersytet qljski, 2002b, (forthcoming).

— « Coins in sacred context in the Barbaricum of Later Antiquity », in M. BLACKBURN & K. BORNHOLDT,
(eds), Gods, Graves and Numismatics, Third Cambridge Numismatic Symposium, 12-13 March 1999,
Cambridge, Blackwell, 2002c, (forthcoming).

— « Influx of Roman coins to Barbaricum », in P. KACZANOWSKI & R. MADYDA-LEGUTKO, (eds), Stan i
perspektywy badan nad okresem wplywéw rzymskich w Polsce, Instytut Archeologii Uniwersytetu
Jagiellonskiego, 2003 (forthcoming).

BURSCHE, Aleksander, KaczANOWSKI, Piotr & RODZINSKA-NOWAK, Judyta, « Monety rzymskie z
Jakuszowic », in R. MADYDA-LEGUTKO & T. BOCHNAK, (eds), Svperiores Barbari. Ksiega ku czci Profesora
Kazimierza Godlowskiego, Krakéw, Instytut Archeologii Uniwersytetu Jagiellonskiego, 2000, pp.
101-130.

BURSCHE, Aleksander & OKULICZ-KOZARYN, Jerzy, « Groby z monetami rzymskimi na cmentarzysku
kultury wiebarskiej w Weklicach kolo Elbljga », in J. ANDRZEJOWSKI, (ed.), Comhlan. Studia z
archeologii okresu przedrzymskiego i rzymskiego w Europie qrodkowej dedykowane Teresie Djbrowskiej w
65. rocznice urodzin Warszawa, Fundacja Przyjacidl Instytutu Archeologii Uniwersytetu
Warszawskiego, 1999, pp. 141-163.

CIOLEK, Renata, Katalog znalezisk monet rzymskich na Pomorzu, qwiatowit Supplement Series A,

Antiquity vi, Warszawa, Institute of Archaeology, Warsaw University, 2001.
DALTON, Georges, « Primitive money », American Anthropologist, 67, 1965a, pp. 44-65.

— « Primitive, archaic and modern economies: Karl Polanyi’s contribution to economic
anthropology and comparative economy », in J. HELM, (ed.), Essays in Economic Anthropology

Dedicated to the Memory of Karl Polanyi Seattle, American Ethnological Society, 1965b, pp. 1-24.

DESMONDE, William, Magic, Myth and Money. The origin of money in religious ritual, New York, Free
Press of Glencoe, 1962.

DUWEL, Klaus, « Zur Auswertung der Brakteateninschriften», in K. HAucK, (ed.), Der historische
Horizont der Gotterbild-Amulette aus der Ubergangsepoche von der Spitantike zum Friihmittelalter.
Bericht iiber das Colloquium vom 28.11.-1.12.1988 in der Werner-Reimers-Stiftung, Bad Homburg,
Gottingen, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1992, pp. 32-90,

EGGERS, Hans Jiirgen, Der romische Import im freien Germanien, Atlas der Urgeschichte 1, Hamburg,
1951.

Histoire & mesure, XVII - 3/4 | 2002



Circulation of Roman Coinage in Northern Europe in Late Antiquity

ELIADE, Mircea, Traité d’histoire des religions, Paris, Payot, 1953.
ENGELHARDT, Conrad, Vimgse Fundet, Kebenhavn, 1869.

ERDRICH, Michael, Rom und die Barbaren. Das Verhiltnis zwischen dem Imperium Romanum und den
germanischen Stdmmen vor seiner Nordwestgrenze von der spdten romischen Republik bis zum Gallischen
Sonderreich, Mainz am Rhein, Ph. von Zabern, 2000.

FAGERLIE, Joan M., Late Roman and Byzantine Solidi Found in Sweden and Denmark, Numismatic Notes

and Monographs 157, New York, The American Numismatic Society, 1967.

GAIMSTER, Mdrit, « Premonetary media in Viking Age Denmark. An analysis of precious-metal
hoards c. 800-1150 », Barbaricum 2, Instyutu Archeologii Uniwersytetu Warszawskiego, 1992, pp.
278-95.

GAUL, Jerzy, « Pochodzenie a obieg zlota u schylku starozytnozci w strefie zachodniobaltyckiej »,

Wiadomoqci Numizmatyczne, Xxv1, 1982, pp. 48-54.

— « Denary rzymskie z 1i 11 w. w znaleziskach z okresu wedréwek ludéw w zachodniej strefie

Morza Baltyckiego », Wiadomoqci Numizmatyczne, Xxvii, 1983, pp. 238-249.

GEISSLINGER, Helmut, Horte als Geschichtsquelle dargestellt an den vilkerwanderungs- und
merowingerzeitlichen Funden des stidwestlichen Ostseeraumes, Offa-Biicher 19, Neumiinster,
Wachholtz, 1967.

— « Butzke, Kr. Belgard », in H. BEck & alii, (eds), Reallexikon der Germanischen Altertumskunde, vol.
4, Berlin-New York, W. de Gruyter, 1981, pp. 290-292.

GESCHWENDT, Fritz, Der vor- und friihgeschichtliche Mensch und die Heilquellen, Hildesheim, 1972.

GopLOWsKI, Kazimierz, « Der romische Handel in die Germania libera aufgrund der
archidologischen Quellen », in K. DUWEL, H. JANKUHN, H. SIEMENS & D. TiMPE, (eds), Untersuchungen zu
Handel und Verkehr der vor- und friihgeschichtlichen Zeit in Mittel- und Nordeuropa I, Abhandlungen
der Akademie der Wissenschaften in Géttingen. Philologisch-historische Klasse 143, Gottingen,
1985, pp. 337-66.

— « Das ‘Fiirestengrab’ des 5. Jhs. und der ‘Fiirstensitz’ in Jakuszowice in Siidpolen », in F. Vallet
& M. Kazansky, (ed.), La noblesse romaine et les chefs Barbares du 1ie au viie siécle, Mémoires de

I’Association Francaise d’Archéologie Mérovingienne 9, Condé-sur-Noireau, 1995, pp. 155-180.
GREMPLER, Wilhelm, Der 11 und 111 Fund von Sacrau, Breslau, 1888.

GRIERSON, Philip, « Commerce in the Dark Ages, a critique of the evidence », Transactions of the
Royal Historical Society, v, ser. 9, 1959, pp. 123-140.

GRUSZCZYNSKA, Anna, « Osada z V wieku w Swilczy na tle osadnictwa w regionie rze-szowskim », in
S. CzoPEK & A. Kokowskl, (eds), Na granicach antycznego qwiata, Materialy z konderencji, Rzeszéw 20-21-
X1-1997, Rzeszéw, Muzeum Okregowe w Rzeszowie, 1999, pp. 285-302.

GUREVICH, Aaron, « Wealth and gift-bestowal among the ancient Scandinavians », Scandinavica,
7,2,1968, pp. 126-38.

GUSTAVS, Sven, « Werkabfille eines germanischen Feinschmiedes von Klein Kdoris, Kr. Kénigs
Wusterhausen », Verdffentlichungen des Museums fiir Ur- und Friihgeschichte, 23, 1989, pp. 147-180.

HANSEN, Jenrik Jarl, « Dankirke, Jernalderboplads og rigdomscenter. Oversigt over
undgravningerne 1965-1970 », Kuml, 1988-1989, pp- 201-247.

Histoire & mesure, XVII - 3/4 | 2002



Circulation of Roman Coinage in Northern Europe in Late Antiquity

HEDEAGER, Lotte, « Money economy and prestige economy in the Roman Iron Age », in B. HARDH &
al., (eds), Trade and Exchange in Prehistory. Studies in honour of Berta Stjernquist, Acta Archaeologica
Lundensia series in 8°, N° 16, Lund, Almqvist & Wiksell, 1988, pp. 147-155.

— « Die dédnischen Golddepots der Vélkerwanderungszeit: Versuch einer Deutung »,
Friihmittelalterliche Studien, 25, 1991, pp. 73-88.

— Iron Age Societies: from Tribe to State in Northern Europe, 500 BC to AD 700, Oxford, Blackwell, 1992.

HINES, John, « Ritual hoarding in Migration-Period Scandinavia: a review of recent interpretation
», Proceedings of the Prehistoric Society, 55, 1989, pp. 193-205.

HobgEs, Richard, Dark Age Economics. The Origins of Towns and Trade A.D. 600-1000, London ,
Duckworth, 1982.

— Primitive & Peasant Markets, Oxford, Blackwell, 1988.

HUMPREYS, S.C., « History, economics, and anthropology: the work of Karl Polanyi », History and
Theory, vii1, 1969, pp. 165-212

ILKJ &R, Joergen, Illerup Adal, 1-2. Die Lanzen und Speere, Jutland Archaeological Society Publications
XXV, 1-2, Arhus, Jysk Arkeeologisk Selskab, 1990.

— Illerup Adal, 3-4. Die Giirtel. Bestandteile und Zubehor, Jutland Archaeological Society Publications
XXV: 3-4, Arhus, Jysk Arkzologisk Selskab, 1993.

ILUK, Jan, « The export of gold from the Roman Empire to barbarian countries from the 4th to the

6th centuries », Miinstersche Beitrdge zur antiken Handelsgeschichte, 4, 1, 1985, pp. 79-102.

— « Baltycki epizod wczesnobizantyjskich dziejéw. Znaleziska solidéw na Pomorzu
Nadwiqlanskim z v-vi wieku », in H. PANER, (ed.), Gdansk qredniowieczny w qwietle najnowszych

badan archeologicznych i historycznych, Gdansk, Muzeum Archeologiczne, 1998, pp. 51-63.

JENSEN, Stig & WATT, Margrethe, Trading sites and central places », in S. HVASs & B. STORGAARD,
(eds), Digging into the Past. 25 Years of Archaeology in Denmark, Copenhagen, The Royal Society of
Northern Antiquaries & Jutland Archaeological Society, 1993, pp. 195-201.

JORGENSEN, Lars, « The find material from the settlement of Gudme II — composition and
interpretation », in P. O. NIELSEN & al. (eds), 1994, pp. 53-63.

JonssoN, Kenneth & OSTERGREN, Majvor, « Roman denarii and solidi on Gotland — break or
continuity? », in H. NiLssoN, (ed.), Florilegium Numismaticum. Studia in Honorem U. Westermark Edita,
Numismatiska Meddelanden xxxvii, Svenska Numismatiska Féreningen, Stockholm, 1992, pp.
183-187.

KACZANOWSKI, Piotr & MARGOs, Urszula, Tabula Imperii Romani, M34 — Krakéw, Polska Akademia
Umiejetnodci, 2002.

KOHLER, Ulrich, « Formen des Handels in etnologischer Sicht », in K. DUWEL, H. JANKUHN, H. SIEMENS
& D. TiveE (eds), Untersuchungen zu Handel und Verkehr der vor- und friihgeschichtlichen Zeit in Mittel-
und Nordeuropa I, Abhandlungen der Akademie der Wissenschaften in Géttingen. Philologisch-
historische Klasse 143, Géttingen, 1985, pp.13-55.

KOLENDO, Jerzy, « Les influences de Rome sur les peuples de I’Europe centrale habitant loin des
frontiéres de I'Empire », Klio 63, 1981, pp. 453-72.

— « Kontakty Cesarstwa Rzymskiego z ziemiami Europy Srodkowej », in J. KOLENDO, (ed.), Nowe

znaleziska importéw rzymskich z ziem Polski 1, Korpus znalezisk rzymskich z europejskiego

Histoire & mesure, XVII - 3/4 | 2002

10



Circulation of Roman Coinage in Northern Europe in Late Antiquity

Barbaricum — Polska, Supplement 2, Warszawa, Instytut Archeologii Uniwersytetu
Warszawskiego, 1998, pp. 15-28.

KROMANN, Anne, « Die rdmischen Miinzen von Gudme », Friihmittelalterliche Studien 21, 1987, pp.
61-73.

— « Recent Roman coin finds from Denmark », in A. CARRADICE, (ed.), Proceedings of the 10th
International Congress of Numismatics, London, September 1986, Wetteren, International
Association of Professional Numismatics, 1989, pp. 263-274.

— « Recent Roman coin finds from Denmark. Supplement to Breitenstein and Balling », Nordisk
Numismatisk Arsskrift 1983-84, 1990a, pp. 59-122.

— « Menterne fra Lundeborg », Arborg for Svendborg & Omegns Museum, 1990b, pp. 48-58.
— « The denarii from the moor of Illerup », Nordisk Numismatisk Arsskrift 1991, 1992, pp. 45-54.
— « Gudme and Lundeborg — the coins », in P.0. NieLsEn & al. (eds), 1994, pp. 64-67.

KROMANN, Anne & WATT, Margrethe, « Skattefundet fra Smerenge. En nedgraver skat fra
Folkervandringstid p4 Bornholm », Nationalmuseets Arbejdsmark, 1984, pp. 29-41.

KROPOTKIN, Vladislav Vsevolodovich, Klady rimskich monet na territorii SSSR, Svod
Arkheologicheskih Istochnikov G4-4. Moskva, Akademiia Nauk SSSR, 1961.

KRUGER, Thomas, « Das Brett- und Wiirfelspiel der Spitlaténezeit und rémischen Kaiserzeit im

freien Germanien », Neue Ausgrabungen und Forschungen in Niedersachsen, 15, 1982, pp. 135-324.

KRrZYZANOWSKA, Aleksandra, « Barbarzynskie nagladownictwa denaréw rzyskich z nw.
znajdowane na ziemiach polskich », in W. HenseL, (ed.), I Miedzynarodowy Kongres Archeologii
Slowianskiej, Warszawa 14-18 1x 1965, vol. vi, Wroclaw, 1968, Ossolineum, pp. 112-123.

KUBIAK, Stanislawa, 1979, Znaleziska monet rzymskich z Mazowsza i Podlasia, Wroclaw, Ossolineum,
1979.

KUCZYNsKI, Janusz, « Barbarzynskie nagladownictwo denara rzymskiego z Ostrowca

Swietokrzyskiego », Rocznik Muzeum Swietokrzyskiego 2, 1964, pp. 137-143.

Kunisz, Andrzej, « Kontakty ludnodci ziem polskich z imperium rzymskim w qwietle znalezisk

monetarnych », Wiadomoqci Numizmatyczne 1x, 1965, pp. 155-191.
— Chronologia naplywu pienijdza rzymskiego na ziemie Malopolski, Wroclaw, Ossolineum, 1969.

— Katalog skarbéw monet rzymskich odkrytych na ziemiach polskich, Materialy do prahistorii ziem
polskich, v/5, Warszawa, Instytut Historii Kultury Materialnej PAN, 1973,

— Znaleziska monet rzymskich z Malopolski, Biblioteka Archeologiczna 30, Wroclaw, Ossolineum,
1985.

KYHLBERG, Ola, « Late Roman and Byzantine solidi: an archaeological analysis of coins and hoards
», in Excavations at Helg® 10. Coins, Iron and Gold (eds A. LUNDSTROM & H. CLARKE), Stockholm,
1986, pp. 13-126, Kungliga Vitterhets Historie och Antikvitets Akademien.

LAMM, Jan Peder, « Der Ring der Gétter », in H. Keller & N. Staubach (eds), Iconologia Sacra. Mythos,
Bildkunst und Dichtung in der Religions — und Sozialgeschichte Alteuropas. Festschrift fiir Karl Hauck zum
75. Geburstag, Berlin-New York, 1994, pp. 118-23, W. de Gruyter

LIND, Lennart, Roman Denarii Found in Sweden, 2: Catalogue. Text, Acta Universitatis
Stockholmiensis. Stockholm Studies in Classical Archaeology 11, 2, Stockholm, Almqvist &
Wiksell, 1981.

Histoire & mesure, XVII - 3/4 | 2002

1



Circulation of Roman Coinage in Northern Europe in Late Antiquity

— Romerska denarer funna i Sverige, Stockholm, Rubicon, 1988.

LUccHELLI, Tommaso M., La moneta nei rapporti tra Roma e 'Europa barbarica: aspetti e problemi,

Firenze, La Nuova Italia, 1998a.

— «Riflessi della politica di Roma nel barbaricum: i denari romani oltre la frontiera dell'impero »,
Rivista Italiana di Numismatica e Scienze Affini xcix, 1998b, pp. 213-238.

LUIK, Martin, « Ein Kdrpergrab mit Spielsteinbeigabe aus Kongen, Kreis Esslingen », Fundberichte
aus Baden—Wiirttemberg, 19/1, 1994, pp- 357-381.

MADYDA-LEGUTKO, Renata & ZAGORSKA-TELEGA, Joanna, « Einige Bemerkungen iiber die Spielsteine aus
dem Gebiet der Przeworsk-Kultur am Beispiel des Fundmaterials aus dem Graberfeld von Opatéw
», Woiw. qljskie, Acta Musei Nationalis Pragae L1v, 2000, pp. 107-122.

MALINOWSKi, Bronislaw, Argonauts of the Western Pacific, London, Routlege, 1922.

Mauss, Marcel, « Essai sur le don. Forme et raison de I’échange dans les sociétés archaiques », in

M. MAUSsS, Sociologie et Antrhropologie, PUF, Paris, 1950, pp. 143-279.

MELITZ, Jacques, « The Polanyi School of anthropology of money », American Anthropology, 71, 1970,
pp. 1020-1040.

METCALF, David Michael, « The President’s Address. Viking-Age numismatics I: Late Roman and
Byzantine gold in the Northern Lands », The Numismatic Chronicle, 155, 1995, pp. 413-442.

MICHELBERTAS, Mykolas, « Prekybiniai ryriai su Romos imperija », in M. MICHELBERTAS (ed.), Lietuvos

gyventoju prekybiniai rysiai I-XIla, Vilnius, Mintis, 1972, pp. 5-125.

— « Rémischen Miinzen in den Griberfeldern Litauens », in V. KAZAKEVILIUS & R. SIDRYS (eds),

Archaeologia Baltica, Vilnius, Institute of Lithuanian History, 1995, pp. 81-87.

— Corpus der romischen Funde im europdischen Barbaricum, Litauen, Vilnius, Vilniaus universitetas,
Archeologijos katedra, 2001.

MITKOWA-SZUBERT, Kunka, Zawartoqd, losy i préba interpretacji skarbu rzymskiego z Boroczyc na

Wolyniu, Wiadomoqci Numizmatyczne, XL, pp. 137-152.

NIELSEN, Sgren, « Roman denarii in Iron-Age Denmark », in H. CLARKE & E. scHia (eds), Coins and
Archaeology, MARG, Proceedings of the First Meeting at Isegran, Norway 1988, British Archaeological
Reports, International Series 556. Oxford, BAR, 1989, pp. 29-36.

Nowakowsk1, Wojciech, Das Samland in der romischen Kaiserzeit und seine Verbindungen mit dem
romischen Reich und der barbarischen Welt, Veroffentlichung des Vorgeschichtlichen Seminars
Marburg, Sonderband 10, Marburg-Warszawa, 1996.

— Corpus der romischen Funde im europdischen Barbaricum, Polen, vol. I: Masuren, Warszawa, Instytut
Archeologii Uniwersytetu Warszawskiego, 2001.

ONDROUCH, Vojtech, Ndlezy keltskych, antickych a byznantskych minci na Slovensku, Bratislava,
Vydavatelstvo Slovenskej Akadémie Vied, 1964.

OnNELL, Thomas, Skandinaviska imitationer av romerska medaljonger, Uppsala, CD-uppsats.

Institutionen for arkeologi, Uppsala universitet, 1996.

OSTERGREN, Majvor, Gotldndska fynd av solidi och denarer. En undersdkning av fyndplatserna,
Riksantikvariedmbetet och Statens Historiska Museer Rapport. RAGU 1, Stockholm, 1981.

— « Nya fynd av romerska denarer pa Gotland », Numismatiska Meddelanden, xxxv11, 1989, pp.
511-515.

Histoire & mesure, XVII - 3/4 | 2002

12



Circulation of Roman Coinage in Northern Europe in Late Antiquity

PEISER, Felix Ernst & KEMKE, Heinrich, « Der Depotfund von Frauenburg », Sitzungsberichte der
Altertumsgesellschaft Prussia, 23, 1914, pp. 58-79.

PIEKARCZYK, Stanislaw, Mitologia germanska, Warszawa, Wydawnictwa Artystyczne i Filmowe, 1979.

PoLANYI, Karl, « The semantics of money-uses », in DALTON, G., Primitive, Archaic and Modern

Economies. Essays of Karl Polanyi, Boston, Beacon Press, 1968a, pp. 175-203.

— « Our obsolete market mentality », in DALTON, G., Primitive, Archaic and Modern Economies. Essays

of Karl Polanyi, Boston, Beacon Press, 1968b, pp. 59-77.

— « Ports of trade in early societies », in DALTON, G., Primitive, Archaic and Modern Economies. Essays

of Karl Polanyi, Boston, Beacon Press, 1968c, pp. 238-260.

— « Trade, markets, and money in the European Early Middle Ages », Norwegian Archaeological
Review, 11, 1978, pp. 92-96.

PoLANYI, Karl & ARENSBERG, Conrad Maynadier, (eds), Trade and Market in the Early Empires.
Economies in History and Theory, New York, The Free Press, 1957.

R.-ALFOLDI, Maria, « Die Germanen und das réomische Geld », in H. BEcK et alii (eds), Reallexikon der
Germanischen Altertumskunde , vol. 10, W. de Gruyter, Berlin-New York, 1998, pp. 622-626.

REGLING, Kurt, « Barbarische Nachahmungen », in F. v. Schrétter (ed.), Worterbuch der Miizkunde,
W. de Gruyter & Co, Berlin-Leipzig, 1930, pp. 56-58.

REINING, Conrad C., « The role of money in the Zande economy », American Anthropologist, 61, 1959,
pp. 39-43.

ROSENSTOCK, Dirk, « R6mische Miinzen im germanischen Totenbrauchtum der Kaiserzeit », in H.
MAUE & L. VEIT (eds), Miinzen in Brauch und Aberglauben, Ph. von Zabern, Mainz, 1982, pp.
85-102.

SEEBOLD, Elmar, « R6mische Miinzbilder und germanische Symbolwelt », in H. Beck, D. ELLMERS & K.
ScHIER (eds), Germanische Religionsgeschichte, Quellen und Quellenprobleme, Erginzungsbinde zum
Reallexikon der Germanischen Altertumskunde 5, W. de Gruyter, Berlin, New York, 1992, pp.
270-335.

SeipeL, Wilfried, (ed.), Barbarenschmuck und Rémergold. Der Schatz von Szildgysomlyu, Wien,

Kunsthistorisches Museum, 1999.

SILVEGREN, Ulla W., « Mynten fran Uppakra », in B. HARDH, (ed.), Fynden i centrum. Keramik, glas och
metall frdn Uppdkra, Uppakrastudier 2. Acta Archaeologica Lundensia series in 8°, N° 30, Almqvist
& Wiksell International, Lund, 1999, pp. 95-112.

STAWIARSKA, Teresa, Paciorki szklane z obszaru Polski pélnocnej w okresie wplywéw rzymskich, Wroclaw,

Ossolineum, 1985.

— Katalog paciorkéw szklanych z obszaru Polski pélnocnej w okresie wplywéw rzymskich, Wroclaw,
Ossolineum, 1987.

— Naczynia szklane okresu rzymskiego z terenu Polski, PAN, Warszawa, Instytut Archeologii i
Etnologii, 1999.

SUCHOCKI, Jerzy, Mitologia baltyjska, Warszawa, Wydawnictwa Artystyczne i Filmowe, 1991.

TEEGEN, Wolf-Ruediger, Studien zu dem kaiserzeitlichen Quellopferfund von Bad Pyrmont,
Ergdnzungsbédnde zum Reallexikon der Germanischen Altertumskunde 20, Berlin-New York, W.
de Gruyter, 1999.

Histoire & mesure, XVII - 3/4 | 2002

13



Circulation of Roman Coinage in Northern Europe in Late Antiquity

TEMPELMANN-MACZYNSKA, Magda, Die Perlen der rémischen Kaiserzeit und der friihen Phase der
Vélkerwanderungszeit im mitteleuropdischen Barbaricum, Romisch-Germanische Forschungen 43,
Mainz am Rhein, Ph. von Zabern, 1985.

THOMSEN, Per O., « Lundeborg — an early port of trade in south-east Funen », in P. O. NIELSEN & al.

(eds), The Archaeology of Gudme and Lundeborg, Copenhagen, Akademisk Forlag, 1994, pp. 23-29.

THURBORG, Mdrit, « Regional economic structures: an analysis of the Viking hoards from Oland
Sweden », World Archaeology, 20, 1988, pp. 302-324.

TYSZLER, Lubomira, Terra sigillata na ziemiach Polski, vol. 1-11, PAN, Lédz, Lédzkie Towarzystwo

Naukowe & Instytut Archeologii i Etnologii, 1999.

VANG, Petersen Peter, « Excavations at sites of treasure trove finds at Gudme », in P. O. NIELSON &

al. (eds), The Archaeology of Gudme and Lundeborg, Copenhagen, Akademisk Forlag, 1994, pp. 30-40.

VIERCK, Hayo, « Imitatio imperii und interpretatio Germanica vor der Wikingerzeit », in R. ZEITLER
(ed.), Les Pays du Nord et Byzance (Scandinavie et Byzance), Actes du colloque nordique et
interantional de byzantologie tenu a Upsal 20-22 avril 1972, Acta Universitatis Uppsaliensis.
Figura. Nova Series 19, Uppsala, 1981, pp. 64-113.

Voss, Olfert, « The Hostentorp Silver Hoard and its Period. A Study of a Danish Find of Scrap
Silver from about 500 AD », Acta Archaeologica, 25, 1954 (1955), pp. 154-208.

WERNER, Joachim, « Zu den auf Oland und Gotland gefundenen byznatinischen Goldmiinzen »,
Fornvinen, 44, 1949, pp. 257-283.

— « Bemerkungen zur mitteldeutschen Skelettgrabergruppe Hassleben-Leuna. Zur Herkunft der
ingentia auxilia Germanorum des Gallischen Sonderreiches in den Jahren 259-274 n.Chr », in H.
Beumann (ed.), Festschrift fiir Walter Schlesinger 1, Béhlau, Mitteldeutsche Forschungen 74, KéIn-
Wien, 1973, pp. 1-30.

— « Der goldene Armring der Frankenkdnigs Childerich und die germanischen Handgelenkringe
der jiingeren Kaiserzeit », Friihmittelalterliche Studien, 14, 1980, pp. 1-49.

WESTERMARK, Ulla, « Solidi found in Sweden and Denmark after 1967 », Numismatiska Meddelanden,
33,1983, pp. 29-40.

WIEGELS, Rainer, (ed.), Die Fiindmiinzen von Kalkriese und die friihkaiserzeitliche Miinzprdgung, Akten

des wissenschaftlichen Symposions in Kalkriese 15.-16. April 1999, Osnabriick, Bibliopolis, 2000.
WIELOWIEJSKI, Jerzy, Kontakty Noricum i Pannonii z ludami pélnocnymi, Wroclaw, Ossolineum, 1970.

— « Die spitkeltischen und rémischen BronzegefiRe in Polen », Bericht der Romisch-Germanischen
Kommission, 66, 1985, pp. 123-320.

WOoLTERS, Reinhard, Nummi Signati. Untersuchungen zur romischen Miinzprigung und Geldwirtschaft,
Miinchen, Beck, 1999.

WOLTERS, Reinhard & SToEss, Christian, « Die rémischen Miinzachatzfunde im Westteil des Freien
Germaniens. Ein Beitrag zur Beurteilung des Geldumlaufs im Gebiet zwischen Rhein, Donau und
Oder wihrend der ersten beiden Jahrhunderte n. Chr. », Miinstersche Beitrige zur Antiken
Handelsgeschichte, 1v, 2, 1985, pp. 3-41.

ZepeLius, Volker, Spdtkaiserzeitlich-volkerwanderungszeitliche Keramik und rémische Miinzen von
Laatzen, Ldkr. Hannover, Materialhefte zur Ur- und Frithgeschichte Niedersachsens 8, Hildesheim,
August Lax, 1974.

Histoire & mesure, XVII - 3/4 | 2002

14



Circulation of Roman Coinage in Northern Europe in Late Antiquity 15

— « Die ‘barbarischen’ Nachahmungen von Laatzen, Lashorst und Gottingen », in . GEpAI & K.
Biré-Sey (eds), Proceedings of the International Numismatic Symposium 1976, Akademiai Kiado,
Budapest, 1980, pp. 55-61.

— « Der groRe rdmische Denarschatz von Jever [1850], Niedersachsen », Studien zur
Sachsenforschung, 3, 1982, pp. 315-355.

NOTES

1. A comparison of this sort between the absolute number of coins against other Roman
import categories hardly reflects the reality. Bronze and glass vessels and terra sigillata
tend to be discovered in burials in contrast to coins which mostly occur in non-
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KOLENDO, J., 1998.
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KACZANOWSKI, P. & MARGOS, U. (eds.), 2002. Glass beads were not included because the
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ones. Cf. STAWIARSKA, T., 1985, 1987; TEMPELMANN-MACZYNSKA, M., 1985; NOWAKOWSKI, W.,
2001. One must not forget that some of the quite important categories of Roman
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28-32) etc.
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ABSTRACTS

Coins are the most frequent category of Roman imports encountered in Northern Europe.
Purposes and ways of their influx are briefly analysed. Author attempts to answer the following
questions: how did Roman coins circulate within Barbarian societies and what were their
functions among these peoples. These functions are discussed on three levels: circulation,
transformation and deposition.

In author’s opinion there was no uniform function of Roman coinage in Northern Europe. Its role
in the first case was that of symbol or sign in social communication of a heterogeneous meaning.
The Barbarian societies of Late Antiquity lacked clear dividing lines separating the economic

from the social, political or symbolic function of coins.

La circulation du monnayage romain en Europe septentrionale au Bas-Empire.

Les monnaies sont les objets les plus souvent rencontrés en Europe septentrionale. Le raisons et
les modalités de leur importation sont rapidement analysés. L’auteur tente de répondre aux
questions suivantes: comment les monnaies romaines circulaient-elles dans les sociétés
barbares ? quelles étaient les fonctions de ces monnaies dans ces populations ? Ces fonctions sont

analysées a trois niveaux : circulation, transformation et enfouissement.
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Selon I'auteur, la monnaie romaine n’avait pas une fonction unique en Europe du Nord. Son réle
était un symbole ou un signe au sein d’une communication sociale multiforme. En effet, les
sociétés de la basse antiquité ne possédaient pas de frontiére séparant la fonction économique de
la fonction sociale de la monnaie, pas plus que de séparation entre le réle politique et symbolique

des monnaies.
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