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aussi bien imposition

appropriation
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imaginent
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1. Aux origines de l’appropriation culturelle :
représenter la culture comme instrument de
domination coloniale

15 

16 

 My Garden (Book) Among Flowers : A Walk in the Himalayas 
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Annie  John  

My  Garden  (Book)

Often, when I am walking through a botanical garden, I come across a specimen or a replica
of  a  landscape  that  makes  me  say  to  myself,  Oh,  this  is  the  backyard  of  someone  else,
someone far away, someone’s landscape the botanical garden can make an object

18 

celui de quelqu’un d’autre

Caribbean horticulture was in many respects continuous with colonial practices, not only in
laying claim to the land and its products but also in the materialistic aspect of exploiting
foreign resources for maximum profit

19 

20 

It’s  always  an  expression  of  power,  though  it  looks  so  benign.  It  looks  wonderfully
unthreatening, but it’s an exercise of power

21 

A gardener is a person who at least once in the gardening year feels the urge to possess
completely at least one plant
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Among Flowers 

 

They gardeners  feel godlike, as if they had invented ibid

24 

25 

 

Finding us  and our  obsession of  their  native  plants  ridiculous  .  But  we had paid  for
this ibid. 

26 

My Garden (Book)

Those wonderful weeping wisterias (or so they looked in the catalogue: wonderful, inviting,
even perfect)
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30 The  Book  of  Night  Women  

 

31 

How in the age of Christ could so many be swayed in this… this darkness?

32 

A wise master would do well to understand their ways. Even use them

33 
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To be master over the niggers means having an intimate knowledge of their every move

34 

The canefield couldn’t be more quiet if everybody was dead

35 

Then a woman drop to the ground like she having a fit. Another one, stumpy and fat, start to
run, chattering balderdash that nobody can understand

36 

Wilkins have the driver tie them down to the ground instead of hanging them up and he drip
pig  fat  on  them.  Then  he  set  fire  to  they  pussy  and  cocky  hair,  all  the  time  chatting
judgement which he say come from the good book of Leviticus

37 

You have to risk it or you won’t get close to the power or the horror of it  I actually think
this kind of antiseptic, clipped, edited version of violence I see in literature sells it short. If
you don’t read the scene of the murder of a child and find it unbearable, then that scene
failed. I think people are used to violence, but they’re not used to suffering  what I’m
saying is that violence comes with consequences and suffering and I don’t blink at either .
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2. Questionner l’utopie de la créolisation
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For as  if  to  confirm the charge that she was a witch,  in a few months,  Miss  Coolie  had
transformed the yard from a weed-filled place to a magical garden in which she grew things
which at the time were new to us

44 

Snake Woman

45 

46 

No Telephone to Heaven

False  knowledge that  which  was held in the minds and memories  of  old women No
Telephone

47 
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Between us and the millions whom we govern – a class of persons Indian in blood and colour,
but English in tastes, in opinions, in morals and intellect

48 

The  Chosen  Place,  The  Timeless  People

They  were  all   drinking  imported  whisky,  scorning  as  a  matter  of  status  the  local
rum  . All wearing dark-toned, conservative, heavy English suits in spite of the hot night.

 And their manner, as they stood there listening with carefully controlled expressions
and neutral eyes, was in keeping with their dress. Reserved, almost formal (one or two of the
older men called to mind some slightly outmoded, upper-class Victorian gentlemen of the
turn of the century) 

49 

mimicry

mimicry the  desire  for  a  reformed,  recognizable  Other,

It reverses “in part” the colonial appropriation by now producing a partial vision of the
colonizer’s presence; a gaze of otherness

50 
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54 

Arrival of the Snake Woman 

No Telephone

to Heaven The

Chosen Place, The Timeless People 

Voyage in the Dark. 

Repenser les poétiques de la créolisation : représentations littéraires des i...

Appartenances & Altérités, 4 | 2023

13



3. Internationalisations : représenter l’appropriation
culturelle au-delà de la Caraïbe

55 

Diaspora identities are those which are constantly producing and reproducing themselves
anew, through transformation and difference

56 

57 

Abeng   After  Leaving  Mr

MacKenzie 

Repenser les poétiques de la créolisation : représentations littéraires des i...

Appartenances & Altérités, 4 | 2023

14



58 Abeng

Abeng détournement

59 

Carry me ackee go a Linstead Market
Not a quatty-wuth sell
Carry me ackee go a Linstead Market
Not a quatty-wuth sell
Lord, what a night, not a bite
What a Saturday night
Lord, what a night not a bite
What a Saturday night.

60 

One song was arranged in calypso tempo, all smiling children and ever-bearing trees. It was
a lament, a traditional song of marketwomen

61 

Abeng
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62 

After  Leaving  Mr  Mackenzie

This picture is of a woman lying on a couch, a woman with a lovely, lovely body. Oh, utterly
lovely   A sort of proud body, like an utterly proud animal. And a face like a mask, a long
dark face, and very big eyes. The eyes were blank, like a mask, but when you had looked at it
a bit it was as if you were looking at a real woman, a live woman

63 Le Grand Nu

Le Grand Nu

I felt as if the woman in the picture were laughing at me and saying “I am more real than
you. But at the same time I am you. I am all that matters of you”

64 

Their  voices  echo  the  submerged  or  repressed  values  of  our  cultures.  They  rewrite  the
“feminine” by showing the arbitrary nature of the images and values which Western culture
constructs, distorts, and encodes as inferior by femininizing them

65 
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Conclusion
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