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'Between Marx and Fourier'

'Between Marx and Fourier'

Le Monde, 31.05.1969

Pierre Klossowski

Translation : Andrew McGettigan

I met Walter Benjamin in 1935 during one of the meetings of Contre-Attaque (Counter-
Attack) - as that ephemeral fusion of the groups of André Breton and Georges Bataille was
known. Later he was an assiduous audience member of the College of Sociology - an
outwards facing offshoot of the secret, closed group, Acéphale - (which had crystallised
around Bataille following his rupture with Breton). From that time on, he sometimes
attended our private little conclaves.

Disconcerted by the ambiguity of Acéphale’s a-theology, Walter Benjamin presented to us
objections deriving from his analysis of the intellectual evolution of the German
bourgeoisie, namely that “raising the metaphysical and political stakes of the
incommunicable” (in accordance with the antinomies of industrial capitalist society)
would have prepared a psychic terrain favourable to Nazism. From there, he tried to
apply his analysis to our own situation. Discretely, he wanted us to resist taking that
“plunge”; despite the appearance of an irreducible incompatibility, we risked flirting with
nothing less than “prefascist aestheticism”. He clung to this interpretative schemastill
strongly influenced by the theories of Lukécs, in order to overcome his own discomfort,
and he sought to enclose us within this kind of dilemma.

No agreement was possible on this point of his analysis, the presuppositions of which
coincided in no way with the premises and earlier history of the successive groups
formed by Breton and Bataille, in particular with that of Acephale. In return, we
questioned him even more insistently regarding what we perceived to be his most
authentic depth, that is, his personal version of a “phalansterial” renewal'. Sometimes he
spoke to us of it as an “esotericism” both “erotic and artisanal” lying beneath his
explicitly Marxist conceptions. The common ownership of the means of production would
allow the abolished social classes to be replaced by a society reorganised in terms of
dffective classes. A liberated industrial production, instead of subjugating affectivity, would
allow its forms to flourish and organise its exchanges, in the sense that work would be
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made the ally of avid desires, and would cease to be the punitive recompense for having
them.
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