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Cannibalism City

Yafei Li

Abstract

This visual essay, “Cannibalism City”, depicts an im-
aginary city under the attack of Covid-19 in different
perspectives. Since January 2020, many cities have
been locked down due to the pandemic. Overwhelm-
ing news on mass media had been building a thick
wall and stuffily enclosing the city. Two significant
ensuing policies, quarantine and social distancing,
have a profound impact on social urban life and
gradually expose the cannibal nature of the city under
the painted skin of virtue and morality. The essence
of Cannibalism in this city lies beyond this pandemic,
composed of even more complicated social issues,
including egotism, racial discrimination, class conflict,
political disputes, etc.
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Fig. 1 - Media
Fortress. The text in
Chinese around the
wall is a collection of
daily Covid-19 news
from 30 December
2019 to 6 February
2020 on Chinese
mass media. For
example, the trans-
portation network
leaving Wuhan was
closed on 23 January
2020. The numbers
on the right are daily
Covid-19 data of total
cases, suspended
cases, deaths and
recovered cases
from 21 January 2020
to 14 March 2020
published by Chinese
government.
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Media Fortress

On 23 January 2020, the city of Wuhan was locked down due to the
Covid-19 pandemic. Overwhelming daily news on mass media had been
stuffily enclosing the city. People are struggling to breathe. Facing the

Cannibalism City



12 12871965 138
'|!01251975268 56

" ',812627 579 8051
943%12% 5156973 106 6¢

\ ) [|) ',' 00128597 9239132103
Db op s P Pe ol 129771112167170 12
02000t 909, 3006921 5238213171
\ SRV Sy 2fp013111791179882592 3
b\ eI 9 .", ’02011 38019'5 30 328
l|| B §8902021720521558361 7 5
g 020320 382321 25632
Ba8%g020 2 32 23260 90892

090205280182 7025631153
,"ll0206311612635963615 0
#209,998902073 5 6276577222050
1] ‘""Q%Q837198289 281126 9
4 i' %0209 0171235899083281

.'.lozm 26382167510163996
8990211 653160671113 7 0

1 Pg02125980 13 3513675911
12 4902136385110109138067 23

98021 66 92896915238096

=4 9021568500822816659 19
(o2 @96 7.05 8726 1770108

@R 021972 3662 2186812552

\'80()2187 18552 8200 1 376

8002197 576 922211816155
9022075 65520622361826
402 2176288536523 520659

022276936 1 82 222888
022477658282 266327323
02257806 2 912715297 5
0022678 97235827 32 95
02277882 2308278836117
0228792511 18283539002
83 Q502297982 8512870 1625
§0301800267152912 62
03028015158729 3 720
$0303802705202981 9856
§030 80 095223012520 5
030580552 8230 253726
030680651502307 055 0
030780695 58309757065
498030880735 21311958600

. 48903098075 3 9313659897

PO N I, T T L

daily death toll, we become insensitive and seem to have long forgotten
that each number represents a fresh life. The media had been building a
thick wall, suffocating the city, as well as alienating our hearts.
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Ant Colony

This disastrous pandemic turned the city into an ant colony, where ev-
erything looks well organized above the ground. Underneath, however,
it is as intricate and chaotic. People are asked to quarantine themselves
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Fig. 2 - Ant Colony.
at home. We are controlled by the queen ant, moving only in the narrow The ant colony is

. . . composed of the
tunnels. We are waiting, waiting for an opportunity to crawl up, and soon

highway system in
forget the mess. Hubei, China.
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Social Intestine
The city is shattered by social distancing, where the fragments stare at
each other with no interaction or communication. It reveals the dirty
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Fig. 3 - Social Intestine.

intestine through the six-foot gap, full of egotism, racial discrimination,
class conflict, political disputes, etc. A painted skin has been torn apart
and the essence of Cannibalism in this city is exposed.
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Fig. 4 - Cannibalism
City. The text in the
middle is about Dr.
Li Wenliang, one of
the Covid-19 whis-
tleblowers, who died
from the disease on
7 February 2020 at
age of 33.
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Cannibalism City

Cannibalism City, it reminds me of a paragraph in A Madman’s Diary by
Lu Xun:

In ancient times, as I recollect, people often ate human beings, but I am rath-
er hazy about it. I tried to look this up, but my history has no chronology, and
scrawled all over each page are the words: “Virtue and Morality.” Since I could not
sleep anyway, I read intently half the night, until I began to see words between the
lines, the whole book being filled with the two words, “Eat People.” (Lu, 1960)

Cannibalism City
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Who is eating? Is it the city? Who is in that city? Is it us? We are specta-
tors standing in the Colosseum, watching the city open its giant bloody
mouth and eat people, applauding, eventually falling into the mouth.
“Perhaps there are still children who have not eaten men? Save the chil-
dren...” (Lu, 1960).
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