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Am I Way Wrong on this One? 

Way
Hélène Margerie

Introduction

1 way

way

Bad Girls in Love  

Way The  Chicken

Asylum

2 Way et al.

et  al.

Oxford  English  Dictionary way way

way  cool

wrong  

way  absolutely

completely
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way

Anton in Show Business

way Love is

Eternal,

3 

too way

way Doing

Alien

way

The Voice at the Back Door

4 Way very

too *very  cooler;  *very  too  cool et  al.

.  Way much

much longer; much more convenient

too much too expensive

I must have read the directions much wrong Way

way The Attack of the Ignoroids

way Assassins

way way way

5 .

fairly pretty right,

downright much terribly

really bloody
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6 way away

away

way

way away

7 

way

away

et  al.

et al.

way

(a)way

way

way (in)  every  way a  long/good/great  way

Corpus of Historical American English

way

away a long/good/

great  way(s) a  way(s)

(in) every way (in) every way

way

8 

way

far

far better, far different
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9 

macro-constructions

meso-constructions

micro-constructions

constructs

10 schema subschema

macro meso-construction,  

after all

all but X,

what is X doing Y?

I gave her a book

11 

 

way

way

12 
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way

way

1. Data and methodology

13 way

Corpus  of  Historical  American  English  

way

et  al.

way 

way

14 way

way

too 

way

way

15 way

(by) a long way a good/great way all the way

way

a long way The

Squire of Sandal Side

16 way

way away way
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way  

Herbert Tracy, or, The Legend of the Black Rangers

17 way  

way

considerable

way (a)way

away

way  

way up,  out,

down, over, before, back, past, under, off, beyond, after, ahead, behind, above, beneath, below

 away

18 way

a  long/good/great  way(s)  

way a way(s)

a way(s) a long/good/great/little way(s), 

way way

a

great  way Autobiography  of  Frank  G.  Allen,

Minister of the Gospel and Selections from his Writings, 

a ways 

The Strollers

19 way  

way

a long/good/great way(s)

a way(s)

(by) a long

way a good/great way all the way

a long/good/great way way

way way  

a long/good/great way(s)  a

way(s) a  long/good/great  way(s)  a  way(s)

20 

(in) every way (in) every way

privileged in every way imaginable
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in  every  way imaginable

(in) every way (in) every

way

every way

Evenings at Donaldson Manor Or, The Christmas Guest

21 

way far

far

Accusation

22 way

23 

way

way

down, up

way

way

way on the way down

24 

way

more/less

too a long/good/great way all  the way

way a  long/good/great  way(s) far

far too
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Table 1. Raw figures and relative frequencies of the amplifier micro-schema <way ADJ> and the
constructions that may be involved in its semantic development

25 a long good/great way all the way

 a long/good/great way all the

way

a long way all the way

a good/great way

all the way North American Review

a long

way St.  Pierre’s Studies of Nature

26 

way

way

half-way half-way

way

way

way

half way

When Ladies meet

27 half-way

way, 
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2. Development of the degree meaning 

28 way

2.1. Amplifier 

29 way

way way cool

 way better 

er

way more way less

way way too way

too way

high,  short cool,  good  (better/worse),

interesting,  handsome,  expensive,  silly,  harsh,  painful,  cheap(er),  smart(er),  wrong,  awesome,

cynical, overpriced, overrated

way interesting, way silly, way catastrophic way big(ger), way too big, way

cool(er), way too easy way (too) big(ger)

30 Green’s Dictionary of Slang way

way Green’s Dictionary of Slang way

31 way

way

The Writings

way

Wolfville

32 way

way too

way Random

House 1981
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33 way

way

Figure 1. Relative frequency of the amplifier way in pre-adjectival position in COHA (per million
words)

34 

way too

way

way less way

more

way er way more way too

2.2. Origins and development of the degree meaning

35 

way

way

way

2.2.1. Spatial origins

36 

way (a)way

way way
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away way

way

Little Ferns for Fanny’s Little

Friends, 

37 way

way

way

38 way

way

way

way away

away

way

away

The Select Letters of Major Jack Downing

39 away away back,

away behind, away down, away up

away way way

way away 

away

way away

away 

’way

’way Uncle Tom’s Cabin,

’way

away

An Old Sailor’s Yarns

40 away away up the Gulf of Venus

’way ’way  up to  Smyrna  and  Zante

way

away

way way
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way Elsie at

Nantucket

way

Winning the Wilderness

41 

way

’way

way

way

infra

way

42 a long way(s) a good

way(s) a great way(s) a long/good/great

way(s) 

a long way

The Scarlet Letter

43 a long way(s), a good way(s),

a great way(s)  a

way(s) way a little way(s)

a way(s)

a way

The Tempter

44 a way

a little way(s)

way

a

ways way

a way(s)

quite 

a way

quite a way

Adrift  in the

Wilds

45 way

way a way(s) 
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way

a way(s)  

a long/good/great way(s) 

way

46 

way

way way

(a)way

way et al.

way

(a)way

away  

away

way

several  degrees

way Murder on the Face of It

47 

way

way way

way

way way

way

way

way

way The Damnation

of Theron Ware
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way New York Times

way

New York Times

48 behind above below 

way behind the times way above the ten-year

average way below zero

way  off  base off  base

way 

The

Aggravation of Elmer

49 way

way

way

50 

a long/good/great way(s)

 a  great  way

Female

Scripture Biographies

a long way

What Answer

a good way

The New York Art Season,

a long way

East Side, West Side,

51 behind behind above 

a long way behind a good way

above

a
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way(s)

a long way behind

a long/good/great way(s)

a  way(s)

way

way

increase

away away  

way

long a long/good/

great way

2.2.2. The adverbial phrase in every way

52 

way

in every way way

(in) any way

(in) every way

in every way

in every way more/less/too

way way

way too in every way

in every way (more/less/too) (in) every way

(more/less/too) (in)

every way way less

in every way less less (in) every way

less

way

53 

in  every  way

Reform: The Democratic Machine
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in  every  way The  Last

Woman

54 

55 

better (in) every way

(in) every way 

more/too) (in) every way (in) every way (more/too)

good,  bad,  strong,  beautiful,  attractive,  fine,  great,  wrong,

uncomfortable,  interesting,  big,  pleasant,  poor,  vicious,  important,  handsome magnificent,

stupid. (in) every way

so,

very, completely, utterly much

better

(more/too) (in) every way (in)

every way (more/too)

so very wonderful

So upright so graceful

so modest so in every way

so attentive, so quiet. Rachel Dyer: A North American Story

Far more every way

Glances at Europe in a Series of Letters from Great

Britain, France, Italy, Switzerland &c. D

56 (in) every way

in every way

in every way

Your Clothes and Personality

 in every way
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The Young Explorer

57 

much

small(er)

58 (more/too) in every way in

every way (more/too) (in)

every way (more/too) (in) every way

way 

every way

Atlantic Monthly

59 (in) every way (more/too)

(in) every way

in every way

A

Study of Two Worlds: Persephone

60 

way

61 in

every way

in

every  way

Letters of Lucius M. Piso, from Palmyra, to his Friend

Marcus Curtius at Rome,

every way Needle and Garden

62 every way in every way
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every way

in every way

in every way

every way in every way (more/too) more/too in every

way

way every  way in

(in)  every way

every way in every way

way

every way

(more/too) in every way (more/too)

way

every way

Figure 2. Relative frequency of the pattern <(in) every way ADJ> in COHA (per million words)

63 way

(in) every way

(in)  every  way

way

(in)  every  way  too
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way too

way too

64 way-

way (in) every way

in no way no way(s)

way no way

no way Nuttall’s Journal

in no way New York

Times

65 (in) every way (in) no

way

way

way

(in) no way (in) no way

<(in) every way

no ways

no  ways

The

Tennessean

66 no way(s)

no no  way(s) et  al.

no way(s)

way

(in) every way (in) every way

way

2.2.3. Analogization and paradigmatization

67 

way

et al
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way

68 way way too

much/far much/far  too

far bigger  

 

way Random

House

Way

Kansas, she says, is

the name of the star

69 much far way 

Much far way

way way  too

way cute way

way

70 far far  too

far (a)way

far The Sylphs of

the Seasons with other poems

71 far

(a)way far

far (a)way

far

far

Female Scripture Biographies

72 

way
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far

far  too way way  too

Figure 3. Relative frequency of the constructions <faramp ADJcmp> and <faramp too ADJ> compared
with <wayamp ADJcmp> and <wayamp too ADJ> (per million words)

73 far

way

way

far far too 

way

way

far

way

way

far far far

too 

way way too  way

far far far too 

way  (more/too)  (-er)
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far

way

74 way far

cool

way

Santa’s Sweatshop  

75 far

too. 

too different, preferable, inferior, superior wrong,

short, distant, remote, wide, adrift, astray astern

far

Memoir  of  Mrs  Ann H.

Judson, Late Missionary to Burmah

far

New york Times

76 way

way/far  way

different , way overcrowded, way overpriced way

overrated

way way cool, way rich, way cynical,

way posh, way young far

way  

way ,  

far

way

very so really

well

way

et al. far  

way
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3. Summary of the findings and conclusion

77 

way

way

78 way

way

way

way

way

away a long/good/great way

a way(s)

79 way ,

(in) every way

(in) every way 

way

80 way
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Figure 4. A chronological overview of the amplifier way-construction and its possible sources in
COHA

81 

82 

83 

way

far far too very/so/

really/well far

far

far (a)way  

way way  too way

far far too

way  too way

far  too far

84 far

way

far far

way
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far way rich, way old far rich far

old far far too

way

(in)  every way 

way

85 

way

Figure 5. A constructional network of the hypothesized sources of development of the micro-
schema <wayamp ADJ>

86 

way

way

way

way way

(in) every way way

(a)way far

way

far

87 

way

et al.
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NOTES

1.

2.

3.

4. way

5.

deny someone something

6. way way

she giggled her way up the stairs

7.

8.

9.

10. every which way

11.

12. Green’s Dictionary of Slang

way below

13. wayamp wayamp wayamp too 

way

14. way

way off

15. Green’s Dictionary of Slang

way way

Congressional Record

way below

16. (in) no way (in) no

way high

17.

no way(s) way
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way no way

Shampoo Planet

way

18. far

way

19. way way too 

far

far too et al.

attraction

way far

far too way

way too 

20. far  different ,  <far  preferable ,  far  inferior far  superior

far  far  older

far different ,

<far preferable , far inferior far superior

21. a way(s)

a  long  way  behind  our  race

a way(s) way a long/good/great way

22.

ABSTRACTS

way

way

(a)way

 Corpus of

Historical American English. way

far
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way

way

(a)way

Corpus of Historical American English

way

way

far
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